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Continued on next page

Corn salsa made by griffin at Your Spice of life with local ingredients 
from Hillsdale farmers. 
Photo courtesy of Laura Griffin

willa Horton, the market manager of the Hillsdale Farmers market and 
vendor for markristo Farms. 
Photo courtesy of Laura Griffin

The interest in local food is very much alive 
and well, and Hillsdale farms is the place 
to find it. 

At the peak of the corn season, I had raw corn salsa for sale at 
the Hillsdale Farmers Market. This salsa was like the United 
Nations of vegetables: sweet corn from White Oak Farm, hot 
chilis and crisp cucumbers from Hawk Dance Farm, juicy 
tomatoes and red onions from New Leaf Farm, my own season-
ing blend and herbs from my little container garden.

Those three farms, along with Honey Dog Farm, Earth Born 
Garden and Markisto Farm have been my go-to source for most 
of my market cooking for the last two years. It is extraordinary 
to go from city life, where I would peruse the weekly circu-
lars before heading to the supermarket, to my current routine 
of calling up the farms about their inventory and making the 
scenic trip to pick up the bounty. 

It’s a massive shift in many ways, much more than just 
logistics. Getting to know these farmers, hearing their stories 
of how they got started and the immense challenges they face, 
walking the rows with them as they describe what is being har-

vested and choosing what to bring home with me is a powerful 
experience. It connects me to the people, the land and the food 
I eat.

Hawk Dance Farm has an inspiring story. The farm began as 
a distant dream for Damon Clift and Diane Creed. During their 
time living in Queens, they imagined an off-the-grid country 
life with a cozy house, making a living on their own farm. It 
seemed like it might remain a dream, but the pieces started to 
come together when Damon made the move and interned at a 
farm for a season. Shortly afterwards, the land hunt started, and 
after three years of searching for the ideal property, they found 
the perfect three-acre plot on Rodman Rd.

In the five years since acquiring the property, and a few 
more internships, Hawk Dance Farm has developed into a busy 
enterprise. Staffed solely by Clift and Creed, the farm produces 
heirloom vegetables, herbs and flowers. 

“We utilize no chemicals, pesticides or herbicides in our 
farming practices. We are not mechanized and do everything 
sustainably by hand. We are committed to non-toxic methods,” 
Clift and Creed explained.

The duo has even signed the Northeast Organic Farmers’ 
Association’s “Farmers’ Pledge,” a written promise to grow 
crops in a sustainable and socially responsible way.  

Local farmers markets and a small Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) group provide the bulk of their customer-
base, with some sales to local restaurants. In the off-season, the 
pair ramps up their craftworks: candles made of 100 percent 
beeswax, wreaths and creative woodwork. The woodwork op-
tions include candle holders and “reindudes,” Damon’s whimsi-
cal wooden reindeer. For more information, visit facebook.com/

unique Family Farms 
blossom in Columbia County
Locals can reap the benefits of buying 
fruit, vegetables and other goodies from 
Hillsdale family farms.

by Laura Griffin 
Community contributor
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a colorful sunrise over Hawk Dance Farm. 
Photo courtesy of Hawk Dance Farm
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Continued from previous page

hawkdancefarm.
New Leaf Farm owner Mike Libsch had a different path into 

the farming business. A Florida native, Libsch had studied biol-
ogy and did years of scientific field research, but didn’t find the 
rewards that he hoped for. A twist of fate led to his working on 
a farm for a couple of years, and he was hooked. 

“It was a lot like science,” Libsch said. “Without the parts 
that I didn’t really like”.

Libsch learned the trade in an apprenticeship before launch-

ing into his own land search. He chose to lease land in Hillsdale 
instead of an outright purchase, and formed New Leaf Farm in 
2011. Leasing to farmers is a popular option for landowners, 
especially for “weekenders” with second homes.

Like Hawk Dance Farm, Libsch’s one-acre garden uses 
organic methods and has signed the Farmer’s Pledge. He care-
fully selects which crops to plant, according to a combination 
of demand, ease of working with the plant and profitability. 
Libsch is also careful to ensure he provides a diverse variety to 
his CSA members. 

Profitability is something that I had not connected to crop 
planning before, but when Libsch points out that a lot can grow 
in the same four feet that one broccoli plant might inhabit, and 
it starts to make sense.

New Leaf Farm has been popular in the farming trifecta: 
farmers markets, a CSA and restaurant sales. While the farm is 
currently a one-man operation, Libsch does use some limited 
mechanization that allows his output to be impressive.

While Hawk Dance and New Leaf Farms are part of the re-
cent boom in local farming, Markristo Farm has been working 
the Hillsdale land since 1988. 

“For us, farming is not just a job, it’s a way of life- inextri-
cably entwined in our personal and family values,” Said owners 
Martin and Christa Stosiek. “We are ever grateful to be ‘sowing 
these seed,’ the rewards are many fold.”

Their established enterprise is larger in scope than the oth-
ers. Thirty acres of land, heavy reliance on mechanization and 

Damon Clift poses with some giant sunflowers grown in his garden at Hawk Dance Farm. 
Photo courtesy of Hawk Dance Farm

1988
Markristo Farm has been providing 

organic goodies to Hillsdale since 1988.

Rooted in the Community
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Think local, 
Stay local
Hudson and Hillsdale feature
many family-owned farms
that are unique and organic.

reach out 
Most farms in Hudson and Hillsdale have year-round 
events and offerings.

• Hawk Dance Farm: 362 Rodman Road, Hillsdale; 518-
325-4130; hawkdancefarm@yahoo.com; facebook.com/
hawkdancefarm. 

• New Leaf Farm: 518-965-1499; nynewleaffarm@gmail.
com. 

• Markristo Farm: Route 23, Hillsdale; 518-325-4261; 
markristo@fairpoint.net; markristofarm.com. 

• Hillsdale Farmers Market: hillsdalenyfarmersmarket@
gmail.com; facebook.com/hillsdalefarmersmarket.

Your Spice of life
Community contributor Laura Griffin is the owner and 
“spice wizard” of Your Spice of Life, a small company that 
provides spices and specialty goodies.

• Your Spice of life: 518-810-4042; laura@yourspiceoflife.
com; yourspiceoflifeblog.wordpress.com.

a giant candy roaster winter squash grown at Hawk Dance Farm in 
Hillsdale. 
Photo courtesy of Hawk Dance Farm

a crew that includes a few interns every year allows Markristo 
Farm to supply their vegetables, flowers and bedding plants in 
many outlets. Markristo Farm is a certified organic farm.

I became familiar with Markristo Farm as a fellow vendor at 
the Hillsdale Farmers Market for the last three years.

“We are grateful to the Town for the wonderful 30 acres 
they lease us at the Park and are thrilled that the farmers market 
has moved location and increased operations to every week, 
which has dramatically improved revenues,” said Christa. “In 
fact, we believe the Hillsdale Farmer’s Market has had a posi-
tive role in encouraging more farmers to farm, which in turn 
helps maintain open space and improves the local economy, so 
it’s a win-win and we couldn’t be happier.”

I believe in the “know your farmer, know your food,” 
philosophy. Not only do they each have amazing stories of 
their own journeys, but area residents can enrich their lives by 
forming connections to the people who are responsible for feed-
ing Columbia County. I encourage everyone to go to their local 
market, join a CSA, shop at a farm store or stop at a farm stand.

Laura Griffin is a Hillsdale resident and owner of Your 
Spice of Life. For more information, visit yourspiceoflife.com.

Carrots from Honey Dog Farm in Hillsdale before they are honey-glazed. 
Photo courtesy of Laura Griffin

THink hibumagazine.com/survey

Tell us
what you

   17 10/29/2013   4:59:38 PM


